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Dargwa language 


The Dargwa language is spoken by the Dargin people in the Russian republic Dagestan. It 
is the literary and main dialect of the dialect continuum constituting the Dargin languages. 
The four other languages in this dialect continuum (Kajtak, Kubachi, Itsari, and Chirag) are 
often considered variants of Dargwa. Korjakov (2012) concludes that Southwestern 
Dargwa is closer to Kajtak than it is to North-Central Dargwa. 

Dargwa uses a Cyrillic script. 

According to the 2002 Census, there are 429,347 speakers of Dargwa proper in Dagestan, 
7,188 in neighbouring Kalmykia , 1,620 in Khanty-Mansi AO, 680 in Chechnya , and 
hundreds more in other parts of Russia. Figures for the Lakh dialect spoken in central 
Dagestan^^^ are 142,523 in Dagestan, 1,504 in Kabardino-Balkaria , 708 in Khanty-Mansi. 
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Phonology 


Consonants 


Dargba 

flapraH ivies dargan mez 


Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Dagestan 

Ethnicity 

590,000 
Dargins (2010 
census)W 

Native speakers 

490,000 (2010 
census)W 

Language family 

Northeast 

Caucasian 

■ Dargin 

■ Dargba 

Official status 

Official language in 

Dagestan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

dar (https:// 

WWW. loc.gov/s 

tandards/iso6 

39-2/php/lang 

codes_name.ph 

p?code_ID=ll 

0) 

ISO 639-3 

dar (also 

Dargin 

languages) 

Glottolog 

dargl241 (htt 

p://glottolo 

g .org/resourc 

e/languoid/i 
d/dargl241)[^l 
sout3261 (htt 

p://glottolo 

g .org/resourc 

e/languoid/i 

d/sout3261)Pl 


















Labial 

Dental 

Postalveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Pharyngeal/ 

Epigiottai 

Glottal 






lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 

Nasal 

m 


n 










Plosive 

voiced 

b 


d 





g 


G 


7 


voiceless 

P 

p: 

t 

t: 




k 

k: 

q 

q: 


? 

eiective 

P' 


t' 





k' 


q' 


?' 


Affricate 

voiced 



dz 


d3 









voiceless 



ts 

ts: 

tl 









eiective 



ts' 


tl' 









Fricative 

voiceless 

f 


s 

s: 

; 


? 

X 

x: 

X 

X: 

H 


voiced 

V 


z 


3 



Y 




? 

h 

Triil 





r 









Approximant 

w 


1 




j 








Phonemes in gold are present in the literaiy standard dialect of Dargwa but absent in some other dialect(s). 
Phonemes in pink are present in some dialect(s) of Dargwa but absent in the literary standard dialect. 


■ Note that the source is rather ambiguous in its using the term "iaryngeai" for a presumed coiumn of consonants that 
inciudes both a "voiced" and a "giottaiized" piosive. A voiced gjottaj^iosiye cannot be made, because the giottis 
needs to be ciosed, and an ejective consonant requires an additionai ciosure further up the vocai tract. Pending 
ciarification, this row has been transcribed here as an epigiottai coiumn and a giottai stop, both found in many other 
East Caucasian ianguages. 

Vowels 

The Dargwa language features five vowel sounds [i, e, 3, a, u]. 

Orthography 

The current Dargwa alphabet is based on Cyrillic as follows: 


A a 

B 6 

B B 

r r 

ft rb 

fb rb 

n rl 

AA 

E e 

E e 

>K>k 

33 

I/I 14 

I/I 14 

Kk 

K"b Kh 

Kb Kb 

KI Kl 

/I/I 

M M 

H H 

Oo 

n n 

ni nl 

Pp 

Cc 

Tt 

TI Tl 

yy 

0 CjD 

Xx 

Xt Xh 

Xb Xb 

XI xl 

UA 

J= 

1—1 

j= 

1—1 


m Hi 

LU LU 

miM 

"b-b 

bl bl 

b b 

33 

fO K) 

5q 




Grammar 


Verb 
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Assertive (finite) forms 



Assertive (finite) forms 


TAM 

CATEGORY 

MEANING 

ASPECT 

MODIFIER 

PREDICATIVE 

MARKER 

NEGATION 

EXAMPLE 

DERIVED FROM THE PROGRESSIVE STEM ( BASIC STEM + -a) 

Present 

1. all types of present situations including 
actual and habitual situations, 2. historic 
present, 3. close future: the speaker's 
intention 

IPF 

[-ti] 

PERSON / 
PRESENT (-da/-di/- 
ca=b) 

reduplication 
or negative 
auxiliary 

anwar-ri 
kaRar luk'- 
a-ca=b 
(Anwar is 
writing a 
letter) 

Past 

Progressive 

a progressive situation in the past 

IPF 

-ti 

PAST (-di) 


it uc’-a-Ti-di 
(He was 
reading) 

DERIVED FROM THE PRETERITE STEM ( BASIC STEM + -ib/-ub/-ur/-un): 

Aorist 

any completed action in the past 

PF 

- 

PERSON (-da/-di) 



Imperfect 

unspecified imperfective meaning in the 
past (both durative and multiplicative 
situations) 

IPF 

- 

PERSON (-da/-di) 


hin ha.ruq-ib 

Perfect 

perfect (a completed action whose results 
are still presently actual) 

PF 

- 

PERSON 
/PRESENT (-da/- 
di/-ca=b) 


jabu-l hin 
d=er{-ib- 
ca=d (The 
horse has 
drunk up the 
whole of the 
water) 

Pluperfect 

a completed action in the past preceding 
another past action 

PF 

-li 

PAST (-di) 



*Evidential 

Present 

1. inference from non-trivial results of a 
situation that still exist at the moment of 
speech 2. subject resultative: 

IPF 

- 

PERSON/PRESENT 

(-da/-di/-ca=b) 

negative 

jabu hinni 
b=u{-ib- 
ca=b (The 
horse has 
had a drink 
of water) 

*Evidential 

Past 

1. inference from non-trivial results that 
existed in the past subject resultative in 
the past 

IPF 

-li 

PAST (-di) 

auxiliary 


Resultative 

resultative (state of the patient) 

- 

-li 

PERSON 
/PRESENT (-da/- 
di/-ca=b) 


jabu mura-l 
b=uK-un-ni- 
ca=b 'The 
horse has 
eaten its fill 
of hay.' 

Experiential 

experiential 

- 

-ci 

PERSON 
/PRESENT (-da/- 
di/-ca=b) 


ni}a-la }a=b 
b=uZ-ib-ti- 
ca=b d=eqel 
juz-i d=elk'- 
un-tijhere 
have been in 
our village 
those who 
had written 
many 
books'. 

Habitual 

Past 

a habitual action in the past 

IPF 

-a-d-i, -a- 
T-i, -iri/-ini 
or -aj 

no separable 
predicative 
morphemes 

reduplication 

harzamina 
b=urs-iri di-la 
waba-l 'My 
mother used 
to tell (this 
story).' 

DERIVED FROM THE OBLIGATIVE STEM ( BASIC STEM + -an): 

Future 

all types of future situations 

IPF 

- 

PERSON/FUTURE(- 

da/-di/-ni) 

negative 

auxiliary 


Obligative 

Present 

a situation that the speaker believes 
necessary to be realized 

IPF* 

- 

PERSON 
/PRESENT (-da/- 
di/-ca=b) 

negative 

auxiliary 


Obligative 

Past 

an irreal situation that the speaker 
believes necessary to have been realized 

IPF* 

- 

PAST (-di) 





1 in the pa.st 




DERIVED FROM THE HYPOTHETICAL STEM ( BASIC STEM + -iZ-): 


Hypothetical 

Present 

a possible action in the future 

- 

- 

PERSON(-da/-di) 

reduplication 


Hypothetical 

Past 

a past situation that did not take place, 
but is treated by the speaker as having 
been possible under certain conditions 

- 

- 

PAST (-di) 

or negative 
auxiliary 


Irrealis 

used in the apodosis of the irreal 
conditional clauses 

IPF 

- 

PAST (-di) 

reduplication 
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External links 


■ An online dictionary of Sanzhi Dargwa (in Dictionaria) (https://dicti 0 naria.clld. 0 rg/c 0 ntributi 0 ns/sanzhi#tw 0 rds), by 
Diana Forker 

■ Appendix:Cyrillic script 

■ Dargin language (https://web.archive.Org/web/20061207200313/http://www.durov.com/linguistics4/abdullayev-67.ht 
m) (in Russian) 

■ Consonant Systems of the North-East Caucasian Languages (http://titus.fkidgl.uni-frankfurt.de/didact/caucasus/nek 
klaut.htm#FN4) 

■ Dargwa basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root=newl 
00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\ncc\dgw&limit=-l) 
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